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Together with Delta Faucet, the Plumbing-Heat-
ing-Cooling Contractors - National Association
(PHCC-NA) took the stage at CONNECT 2016 in

San Antonio, Texas, to present the industry’s most
prestigious plumbing award to the team at J.C.
Cannistraro, in Watertown, Massachusetts.
      A second-generation company founded in 1963,
J.C. Cannistraro is the largest mechanical construc-
tion company in the Greater Boston area, with 700
employees and annual revenues exceeding
$200 million. They provide a comprehen-
sive package of mechanical services includ-
ing plumbing, fire protection, HVAC piping
and sheet metal, as well as turnkey service
and maintenance to their customers.  
      With the 2016 Labor Guild’s Cushing-Gavin
Award, Cannistraro was recognized for their 
numerous contributions to the building industry, the
community and their work with Artists for Human-
ity, the St. Boniface Haiti Foundation and Partners
in Health.  At the award ceremony, President John
Cannistraro commented, “To be here a hundred
years from now celebrating labor and management,
we need to be willing to change. Doing things the
way we always did them is not the way to succeed
in the future.”  Their goal of 100-percent fabrication
on new construction projects is an indication of the
company’s emphasis on innovation and continuous
improvement. Their fabrication facility and produc-
tion equipment is second to none in the industry.  
      The Cannistraro family’s commitment to the 
industry is also reflected in the company’s profes-
sional involvement: John served as president of the
PHCC of Greater Boston from 2007-2009.  Both Joe

and John serve as trustees in the Joint UA/Contractor
Educator Fund and the company is a member 
of PHCC’s Union-Affiliated Contractors. Joseph cur-
rently serves as president of the Greater Boston
Plumbing Contractors Association.
      In 2011, the Boston Business Journal named J.C.
Cannistraro the Top Mechanical Contractor in the
Greater Boston Area. A safety leader in the field of
specialty contracting, Cannistraro has been named

a “Top Place to Work” by the Boston Globe.
In addition, the company has been

home to the Plumbing Museum since 2009
and serves as its primary underwriter.  The
museum attracts visitors from vocational

students on field trips to apprentices to in-
dustry retirees.
      Cannistraro’s community service outreach has
extended beyond New England.  When a disastrous
earthquake struck Haiti in January of 2010, Cannis-
traro leadership quickly decided that they had to
find a way to help.  After connecting with Partners
in Health, they agreed to be a fundraiser, contribu-
tor and project partner for the rebuilding of a
world-class hospital in Mirebalais, Haiti.  Over the
next two years, they raised more than a million 
dollars in funds and in-kind donations, provided 
engineering and prefabrication services. They 
fabricated the hospital piping in their Massachusetts
Fab Shop and shipped the materials to Haiti. 
A number of plumbers were also sent to do the 
install and provide on the ground training to Haitian
plumbers so that they would have more jobs and
know how to do the work themselves.  b
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